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The following instructions represent additional resources for continued study of the topics covered in our “What To
Do If You Encounter An Injured Animal In The Vermont Woods” online class. All materials are the property of
Science Educator Michael Simoniello who created them. Any websites included are the property of the individual
website owners and have been reviewed by a Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium educator.

Activity
1. Make a list of birds and mammals native to your property
during the spring. For three days, spend some time observing
your yard and surrounding woodlands. Go for hikes or use
binoculars to search from inside your home and catalog every
type of large animal that you see. If you don’t recognize a species
of bird or mammal, ask an adult, use a field guide, or use the
Internet to find out exactly what it is. It is important to know
what you have living on your property, that way you can see
whether those animals are healthy or need help. Your list should
have the number of each different species that you were able to
see as this will help you to tell if the population is strong. For
instance, you should be seeing a higher number of red/gray
squirrels than of whitetail deer or more chickadees than crows.

2. Next, check out the Department of Fish and Wildlife website. It
will give you information about rare and endangered animals,
possible problem animals, and potentially diseased animals:
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/get-involved/citizen-reporting
3. Check your list again. Do you have any rare animals on your
property? Any potential troublemakers? Keep updating your list
as the seasons change, and check the Fish and Wildlife website for
updates as well.

If you encounter an animal, please call the
Department of Fish and Wildlife phone number:
802-828-1000

